THE CHURCH  IN THE GREAT STATE

other desire is counselled in exceptional cases, and
such a policy is illustrated from the anti-Oriental
standpoint of the New Testament.1 This essential
but exceptional abstinence is believed to have its
attendant danger, because the converted sensualist
may invite into the temple of his soul seven other
demons more deadly than the first, for drink has
slain its thousands, but pharisaism its tens of
thousands. The puritan convert too often devoted
the remainder of a maimed2 life to preaching the
gospel of dismemberment among the sound and
healthy. The leader in so tin-catholic a crusade
should surely have been the fox of the fable who,
wisely exchanging a tail for a life, is forever counsel-
ling total abstinence from tails as the duty of all
members of his magnificent species. The present
casuistry does not discount the discipline of pain;
but no road is either to be chosen or avoided for
its painfulness, the way of the cross being sacred,
not because of its difficulties, but because of its pur-
pose. Neither pain nor pleasure is regarded as an
end in itself, and it is pointed out that the Christ
said of Himself not, I am come that they might have
pleasure, nor, I am come that they might have pain,
but "I am come that they might have life." They
often quote the story of the artist whose soul's de-
sire was to paint a joyous picture and bequeath it
to posterity. But he lived in a Calvinist city, and
the government threatened him with crucifixion if
1 Matthew v: 30.                             2Markix:43.
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